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Rifle Assn . 
Probed on 


The National Rifle Associa- 
tion is under Justice Depart- 
ment investigation as a possi- 
ble violator of the Federal 
Regulation of Lobbying Act. 

NRA officials, insisting that 
the lobbying law didn’t apply 
to its efforts against gun-con- 
trol legislation on behalf of 
sportsmen and gun groups, 
confirmed yesterday that they 
were visited a month ago by 
two FBI agents. 

The agents, who conducted 
interviews at the NRA head- 
quarters at 1600 Rhode Island 
ave. nw., said they were there 
under Justice Department or- 
ders as the result of a com- 
plaint by an unidentified 
member of Congress, officials 
said. 

Charges that the NRA 'has 
engaged in unregistered lobby- 
ing have been made through- 
out Congressional hearings on 
gun-control legislation. 

Chief critics of the NRA 
i have included Sen. Thomas 
Dodd (D-Conn.) and Sen. Ed- 
ward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), 
Aides to both Senators said 
they did not know the source 
of the specific complaint 
under investigation. 

It is a misdemeanor, punish- 
able by a year in prison and 
$5000 fine, to engage “for pay” 
in influencing legislation 
without registering with the 
Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and filing regular 
reports. 

The FBI would not say 
whether it had turned up any 
evidence of such activity. 

NRA officials frequently tes- 
tify at gun-control hearings 
but they contend that they do 
so only to “present the views 
of members.” They also main- 
tain the legal right to “in- 
form” the membership of one 
million of the status of pro- 
posed laws affecting their in- 
terests. 



